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Academic Writing1: Reading session recap

• Understanding journal articles 

• Skim reading, scanning

• Reading difficult texts

• Reading critically 

• Using Gen AI for reading

Find recording from the session here 
and resources here: UniSkills Reading online learning module 

https://au-lti.bbcollab.com/recording/45d985113cb847ebb4bf373c5e7979d7
https://uniskills.library.curtin.edu.au/academic-writing/reading-and-note-taking/introduction/


What we will cover… 
• How to take good notes 

• Different note-taking methods 

• Different note-taking tools 

• Gen AI and note-taking

• Where to find help 



Note-taking
Question: How do you take notes?

Tips for good note-taking
Keep your assessment question in mind
Write in your own words
Capture the details of the text (reference)
Note things you are unsure about and questions you have (critical thinking!)
Think about the note-taking process, but don’t procrastinate
Progress over perfection – you do you 
Paper is fine as a start, but digital has advantages 



Notetaking methods
Cornell method Outline method

• Main topic 1
• Sub-topic

• Related point
• Related point

• Main topic 2
• Sub-topic

• Related point



Notetaking methods
Mind mapping Sketch notes



Notetaking methods
Notes Matrix

https://sites.google.com/site/twblacklinemasters/using-a-matrix-to-organise-your-notes-for-faster-writing



Notetaking methods

• Main topic 1
• Sub-topic

• Related point
• Related point

• Main topic 2
• Sub-topic

• Related point



Notes – example  



Digital note taking programs
• OneNote

• Microsoft.
• Can set up multiple workbooks and create different sections
• Can dictate notes, draw into the workbook (on a tablet with a pen)

• Notion
• Acts like more of a wiki than a notebook.
• Has templates for tasks – schedules, planning, calculations, etc.

• Obsidian
• Technical – based on Markdown language
• Lots of different plugins you can use to customise how you use it

• NVivo
• Free through Curtin
• Can upload your PDFs and make notes/codes



Note-taking and Gen-AI tools  
Don’t use Gen-AI to take notes for you! 

Do experiment with Gen-AI. Remember, check all the outputs, and don’t copy any of the answers. 
You can

• Use Goblin tools to help you with getting started with taking notes.
• Create a podcast out of your notes to help you revise 
• Use the prompt below. 

Act as a tutor who helps me learn. I am a university student studying [add what course you are in]. I’ve written 
these notes for my assessment. The assessment is about [add a brief description]. 

• Can you give me feedback on my notes and suggest improvements to make them more useful for 
writing my assessment. 

• Can you ask some guiding questions that help me decide on a structure for my assessment?
• Suggest three ways that my notes could be organised so writing the assessment is easier. 
• Can you provide me with a template and some guiding questions so I can take useful notes? 
• Can you use my notes and generate questions so I can test my understanding of the topic?

Don’t do the work for me - just help me figure it out. Provide your answers in simple, informal language.  

https://goblin.tools/ToDo
https://goblin.tools/ToDo


Note-taking and Gen-AI tools  
Remember, you can use Gen-AI as a student at Curtin 

(1) for study-related purposes.

(2) for assessments if given written permission by your unit coordinator.

(3) if you think critically about its output.

(4) if you declare your use.
Find more information about Gen-AI in our UniSkills Guide. 

https://uniskills.library.curtin.edu.au/study/gen-ai/introduction/


Related resources
Use Reading and Note-taking guide on UniSkills: https://uniskills.library.curtin.edu.au/
 
Get in touch with Peer Academic Mentors: https://www.curtin.edu.au/students/study-
support/skills/peer-academic-mentoring/

Get in touch for help: libraryhelp@curtin.edu.au

https://uniskills.library.curtin.edu.au/
https://www.curtin.edu.au/students/study-support/skills/peer-academic-mentoring/
https://www.curtin.edu.au/students/study-support/skills/peer-academic-mentoring/
https://www.curtin.edu.au/students/study-support/skills/peer-academic-mentoring/
https://www.curtin.edu.au/students/study-support/skills/peer-academic-mentoring/
https://www.curtin.edu.au/students/study-support/skills/peer-academic-mentoring/
https://www.curtin.edu.au/students/study-support/skills/peer-academic-mentoring/
https://www.curtin.edu.au/students/study-support/skills/peer-academic-mentoring/
mailto:libraryhelp@curtin.edu.au


Key take-aways
• How to take good notes 

• Different note-taking methods 

• Different note-taking tools 

• Gen AI and note-taking

• Where to find help 



Questions?



Workshop content is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution ShareAlike 4.0 International Licence. We ask that you attribute any use of the content as 
created by Curtin University Library with a link to the Library website.

Feedback

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://library.curtin.edu.au/
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